
ncb-messenger cover art_vol 27-4.qxp_Layout 1  12/11/25  1:22 PM  Page 1



2 3

(717) 774-8128
704 Bridge Street • New Cumberland, PA 17070

Auto | Home | Commercial | Contractors | Bonds | Liability | Life

Call us today for free quotes!

• PA State Inspections 
• Oil Changes 
• 4 Wheel Alignments 
• Fleet Service 
• Brake Service & Repair 
 

• A/C Service 
• Classic Auto Care 
• Vehicle Diagnostics 
• Exhaust Repair 
• Steering & Suspension 

HomelandCenter.org  |  HomelandatHome.org

Order yours today!
717-221-7885 

or scan QR code

We are pleased to celebrate Architects of Change, the 
Tapestry of Our History, the 18 Founding Women, and  
our current Board of Managers! With a $25 purchase, you  
will have the chance to win prizes each day of the year,  
while at the same time helping Homeland with fundraising 
efforts that support our benevolent care.

2026 
Homeland 
Lottery 
Calendar
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NEW CUMBERLAND BOROUGH OFFICE
1120 Market St, New Cumberland, PA 17070

Hours: Monday – Thursday 8:15 a.m. – 4:45 p.m.
 Friday 8:15 a.m. – 12:15 p.m.

Email: info@newcumberlandborough.com
Phone: (717) 774-0404

Website: newcumberlandborough.com

BOROUGH DIRECTORY
Unless indicated otherwise, the phone number for the 

following contacts is (717) 774-0404.

Borough Manager, Nathaniel Dysard
Building Code Official, Approved Codes ......... (717) 506-0464
Chief of Police, Richard Wiley  ................................ (717) 774-0400
Codes & Zoning, Brian Searle
EMS, Deputy Chief, Edward Erlsten....................... (717) 774-0193
Fire Chief, Jeff Gouldy....................................................... (717) 774-0193
Library Director, Nicholas Means............................ (717) 774-7820
Public Works, Mark Hinton .........................................(717) 774-7827

OTHER IMPORTANT NUMBERS
Emergency ..................................................................................... 911
Ambulance (non-emergency)......................................(717) 774-0193
Cumberland County Courthouse........................... (888) 697-0371
District Justice....................................................................... (717) 737-3434
Fire Department (non-emergency)..........................(717) 774-0193
New Cumberland Library...............................................(717) 774-7820
New Cumberland Post Office....................................(717) 774-7092
Police Office (non-emergency)................................ (717) 774-0400
Senior Citizens Center.....................................................(717) 774-0409
State Representative, Sheryl Delozier ...................(717) 761-4665
State Senator, Mike Regan.............................................(717) 432-1730
Tax Collector, Robin Gasperetti..................................(717) 774-7424
PA American Water.......................................................... (800) 565-7292
Penn Waste...............................................................................(717) 767-4456
PPL/Street Light Problems......................................... (800) 342-5775

SCHOOLS 
Cedar Cliff High School....................................................(717) 737-8654 
Red Land High School.......................................................(717) 938-6561 
Trinity High School ................................................................ (717) 761-1116 
New Cumberland Middle School .............................(717) 774-0162 
Hillside Elementary ............................................................. (717) 774-1321 
St. Theresa School ............................................................. (717) 774-7464 

BOROUGH COUNCIL – Four-year term
Donald W. Kibler, President (2025)

David H. Stone,  Vice-President (2027)
Thaddeus Eisenhower (2025)

Gennifer R. Richie, (2025)
Fred D. Miles (2025)

Drew Lawrence (2027)
Gibby Parthemore (2027)

LIBRARY BOARD
Judith Hawthorn, President (2027)
Mary Baker, Vice-President (2027)

George L. Labecki, Treasurer (2025)
Joan Erney (2025)

Jessica Wolfe (2027)
Savannah Beeler (2025)

Gennifer R. Richie Liaison (2026)                

TAX COLLECTOR – Four-year term
Robin Gasperetti (2025)

VACANCY BOARD – One-year term
Vacancy, Borough Council

MAYOR 
Joan Erney (2025)

CONSTABLE – Six-year term
Thomas Daucheux, First Ward (2027)

Vacant, Second Ward (2027)

DISTRICT JUSTICE – Six-year term
Christopher Delozier (2025) 

PLANNING COMMISSION – Four-year term
Faith T. Curran, Chairperson (2027)

Fred D. Miles, Vice-Chairperson (2028)
Norman J. Kennard, Secretary (2025)     

Ira Beckerman (2028)
George Estep (2026)

Jennifer McElrath (2027)
Janet Anderson (2025)

Steve Hoffman, Consultant – Cumberland County 
Planning Commission 

POLICE CIVIL SERVICE COMMISSION – Six-year term
David Keller, Chairperson (2029)

Lana Forconi, Vice-Chairperson (2027)
Gerald Ahnell, Secretary (2026)

PROFESSIONAL SERVICES
Solicitor, Johnson Duffie – Michael Cassidy, Esq.

Borough Engineer, Dawood Engineering, Inc 
Auditor, Hamilton & Musser, P.C.

Insurance Broker of Record, Kocman Insurance Group (KIG)
Pensions, Life & Disability Insurance, R. J. Hall, Inc.

ZONING HEARING BOARD – Three-year term
Maria D. D’Agostino, Chairperson (2026)

Rebecca Parthemore (2025)
John M. Repetz (2027)

Michael J. Pykosh, Solicitor

GENERAL INFORMATION & DIRECTORY

BOROUGH CALENDAR

	 January 
	 January 1..............Borough Office Closed 
	 January 5.............Bi-Annual Reorganization Meeting 
	 January 14...........Borough Council Meeting 
	 January 15...........Recreation Board Meeting 
	 January 19...........Borough Office Closed 
	 January 20..........Library Board Meeting 
	 January 21...........Planning Commission Meeting 

	 February 
	 February 11.........Borough Council Meeting 
	 February 16........Borough Office Closed 
	 February 17........Library Board Meeting 
	 February 18........Planning Commission Meeting 
	 February 19........Recreation Board Meeting

	 March 
	 March 11................Borough Council Meeting 
	 March 12...............Food Truck & Restaurant Rally 
	 March 14..............St. Patrick’s Day Party 
	 March 17...............Library Board Meeting 
	 March 18...............Planning Commission Meeting 
	 March 19...............Recreation Board Meeting

For more details and events, visit newcumberlandborough.com
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Subscribe to the Monthly eMessenger
Visit newcumberlandborough.com, select the “Sign up for eNews” yellow button under the “Living Here” menu to sign up 
to receive monthly Borough newsletters to your email. You will continue to get the printed quarterly Messenger.

Sign Up to Receive Emergency Alerts
Our community notification system gives residents, businesses, and visitors 24/7 access to important emergency alerts. 
CodeRED is built on the Onsolve communication system to ensure efficient, secure messaging via phone, email, and text. 
Please register online at newcumberlandborough.com, select the “Sign up for E-Alerts” green button under the “Living 
Here” menu or text newcumberlandpa to 99411 for a link to be sent to your phone. 

Sign Up to Receive CRIMEWATCH Alerts
Receive alerts through email or a mobile app about crime and arrests in New Cumberland Borough. The app lets you 
browse nearby crime and anonymously submit tips to authorities. Please register online at newcumberlandborough.
com, select “Sign up for CRIMEWATCH Alerts” under the Departments/Police menu.

STAY CONNECTED

FROM THE MAYOR
Hello Everyone, 

I hope you had a safe and healthy holiday season and are enjoying all of our winter activities. I love all our community 
traditions of the season, the tree lighting, the carol singing and Santa! But most of all, I enjoyed all the creative decorations 
and bright lights over Christmas which, for me, made our community a little warmer on these cold winter days! 

I want to do a huge thank you to our local businesses, churches and most of all, our residents who stepped up and 
displayed extraordinary generosity in assuring that all of us have access to food this winter, as benefit challenges caused 
great distress and food insecurity for many. We came together as a community, and provided resources to keep our 
blessing boxes, food banks, and community dinners stocked! 

I also want to reflect on the election, and how honored I am to be elected to be your Mayor for the next four years. 
We have lots that we can do together to maintain and enhance our infrastructure, engage our community, and 
make meaningful connections to support all of our residents. As I highlighted in the previous Messenger, I want to 
continue to stress that you as a New Cumberland resident have an important role to play in keeping New Cumberland 
a warm and welcoming community, and a town we can be proud of! You can help! Get involved! There are an amazing 
number of ways you can play a greater role in assuring our community is the best it can be. Participate with the 
New Cumberland Collective; become a member of the New Cumberland Olde Towne, join the Lions Club or other 
community organizations, or become a Friend to our New Cumberland Library or Towne Band. As a business, partner 
with the Business and Professional Group, or get involved with the many activities our faith-based communities are 
engaged in! There is something for everyone. Finally, show up! Council Meetings, the Planning Commission and at our 
new Recreation Board. It’s important that if you are a homeowner, a renter, or are here as a result of your disability, you 
are welcome here, and your voice matters. Please reach out! jerney@newcumberlandborough.com

Mayor Joan Erney

BOROUGH TAX COLLECTOR 
•	 If serviced by a mortgage company, forward one portion of your bill immediately to 

the company. Keep the remainder for your records. 
•	 Payments can be mailed or put in drop slot at the Tax Collector Office. If you 

require an official receipt, send your check, ALL COPIES OF THE TAX BILL and a self-
addressed stamped envelope. 

•	 After 12/31/25 your unpaid bill will be returned to the Tax Claim Bureau for collection 
and filing of a lien against your property. 

•	 Notify the Tax Collector of address changes. Tax bills are not forwarded. Non receipt of a tax bill does not excuse the taxpayer 
from payment responsibility. 

•	 No partial or postdated checks will be accepted, and payment must be received or U.S. postmarked by the due date. 
•	 If assistance is required, please contact your Tax Collector prior to visiting the office. 
•	 To ensure proper credit, a tax bill or tax bill number should be included with all tax payments and your phone number.

Robin Gasperetti, Tax Collector
1113 Bridge Street 
New Cumberland, PA 17070-1634
Phone: (717) 774-7424
For in-person payments bring all 
copies.
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WINTER READINESS 
SNOW PLOWING

New Cumberland Borough’s Public Works Department implements a wide variety of snow and ice control techniques 
depending on the exact nature of the winter storm. The borough typically has a two-phase action plan for performing 
winter maintenance services. 

1. Open and maintain main traffic arteries. 
2. Open and maintain access into and through all residential areas. 

Please observe the following tips: 
•	Before the snow starts to fall, park off the street in a driveway or garage if available. 
•	Plow or shovel snow to the right side of the driveway as you face the road. Having snow deposited away from the direction 
of the oncoming snowplows prevents the bulk of the snow from being pushed back into your driveway. However, please 
recognize that some snow will inevitably end up in front of all driveways as plows move down the street. 

•	There will be times that the snowplows will push the snow against traffic to the left along the curb line. 
•	Eliminate snow piles at the driveway entrance. Accumulated snow often obstructs visibility and creates road hazards 
by preventing drivers from seeing and being seen by other motorists. 

•	When you clear your driveway or sidewalk, DO NOT put snow in the street. It is unlawful to throw, place or dispose of 
any snow or ice upon any portion of any street, highway, avenue, or roadway. Shoveling snow onto public roadways 
creates hazardous driving conditions and property owners can be held responsible for accidents which result from 
snow being placed onto roadways. 

•	If you shovel out a parking space along the curb near your driveway, shovel out the area before the driveway (where the 
plow clears before it reaches your driveway). 

•	If you must park along the curb, try parking before your driveway. 
•	It is against the law to place chairs, sawhorses, buckets, or any other obstruction in a space you have cleared for parking 
in the street. 

•	Cleaning snow around fire hydrants is every citizen’s job. As soon as the snow stops falling, clear the fire hydrant 
nearest to your home or property. 

•	Your cooperation is necessary and appreciated.

CHRISTMAS TREE COLLECTION & REUSE OPTIONS 
Curbside Tree Collection
Christmas tree collection in New Cumberland Borough will begin on January 5, 2026, and run through January 16, 2026 
on your scheduled trash collection day. 

•	Trees must be placed curbside in front of your property, not more than 24 hours prior to your collection day. 
•	Trees must be free of all lights and decorations, including tree stands. 
•	If a commercial tree bag is used to remove the tree from your home, please be sure to remove the bag prior to collection. 

Sustainable Ways to Recycle/Reuse Your Tree
Here are eight ways you can reuse your Christmas tree long after the season is over. 

1. Firewood for outdoors - The sap from evergreens is flammable, so never use it for 
firewood indoors. For outdoors it should be dried out a few months before cutting 
or burning. 

2. Mulch - Whether it’s with the wood chips or needles, mulch is a great way to keep 
your yard trees healthy and moist during the cold winter season. 

3. Ash for your garden - After you’ve burned the wood from your tree, gather the 
ashes and spread them on your garden. Wood ash contains potassium and lime 
(among other nutrients), which help plants thrive. 

4. Insulate your garden - Cut off the branches of your tree and lay them on your garden bed, the boughs will protect 
your plants from winter freezes and spring thaws. 

5. Fresheners - If the needles on your tree are still green, strip the tree and store the needles in paper bags or sachets 
to use as fresheners. 

6. Coasters - Cut the trunk into one-inch wood coasters. They’re attractive, practical, and protect your wood tables from 
water damage. Let the tree completely dry before cutting and varnish the coasters before use. 

Adapted from the Arbor Day Foundation’s website.
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COMMUNITY DEVELOPMENT & CODES

WINTER WEATHER SAFETY TIPS 
Know the signs of hypothermia and frostbite, and how treat them quickly.

Hypothermia 
An unusually low body temperature. A temperature below 95° 
is an emergency. 
Signs: Shivering. Exhaustion. Confusion. Fumbling hands. 
Memory loss. Slurred speech. Drowsiness. 
How to treat: Go to a warm room. Warm the center of the body 
first; chest, neck, head, and groin. Keep dry and wrapped in 
warm blankets, including the head and neck. 

Frost Bite
Causes loss of feeling and color around the face, fingers and 
toes. 
Signs: Numbness. White or grayish-yellow sin. Firm or waxy 
skin. 
How to treat: Go to a warm room. Soak in warm water. Use 
body heat to warm. Don’t massage or use a heating pad.

To promote safe sidewalks during winter months, the owner, occupant, or 
tenant of every property fronting upon or alongside of any of the streets in New 
Cumberland Borough is required to remove all snow or ice fallen or formed 
within 10 hours from the end of a weather event. Snow or ice that continues 
after 6:00 p.m. may be removed at any time before 10:00 a.m. of the next 
morning. Fire hydrants must always remain visible and accessible. The owner, 
occupant, or tenant of every property is required to remove all snow or ice and 
provide a three-foot clearance around the fire hydrant within the time limits 
above. Snow and ice removed from sidewalks, walkways and fire hydrants shall 
in no case be thrown onto any street. 
For more information, please refer to the Snow and Ice Removal Ordinance 698.

SNOW & ICE REMOVAL

414 BRIDGE STREET, NEW CUMBERLAND

WWW.STONELAW.NET • 717-774-7435

Stone LaFaver & Shekletski is now… 

Since 1932, we’ve proudly served 
New Cumberland and its surrounding 
communities with trusted legal counsel.
• David H. Stone • Adam R. Deluca
• Gerald J. Shekletski • Sean J. Turnpaugh

• Estate Planning
• Real Estate Law 
 & Title Insurance
• Business Law
• Trust & Probate 
 Administration
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“From Rooftops To Rivers: Rethinking Runoff” 
“But I’m just one person in this community—there’s nothing I can do to clean up the Susquehanna River, let alone the 
Chesapeake Bay!” 

This is a sentiment I’ve heard many times in my years as a stormwater management professional. And yes, you're right 
that it takes many people working together to make a positive impact on major bodies of water like the Susquehanna 
River or the Chesapeake Bay. But the truth is that it takes surprisingly few to cause enormous harm. 

Making a positive impact begins with shifting public attitudes about stormwater runoff and its downstream consequences. 
Here are a few persistent myths that need to be washed from our collective consciousness: 

“Dilution Is The Solution To Pollution.” 
This idea suggests that a tiny bit of pollution is harmless because it will be diluted by rainfall and runoff. But this mindset 
is as toxic as the pollutants themselves. A single careless, poorly timed application of herbicide or pesticide can wipe out 
an entire fish population in a small or medium-sized tributary stream. 

“I always lay down my turf builder fertilizer just before a good rain. That way it dissolves 
and infiltrates right into the roots of my lawn.” 

This statement is packed with misconceptions. Let’s unpack two of the most damaging: 
•	 Rain doesn’t dissolve fertilizer the way you think. Most fertilizers are designed for slow 

release, allowing nutrients to be absorbed over time. The tiny pellets you broadcast are 
meant to settle into the lawn gradually—via breeze, mowing, or foot traffic. If they’re still on the surface when rain hits, 
they can be swept away entirely, ending up in nearby waterways. That’s not just pollution—it’s wasted time and money. 

•	 Your lawn doesn’t absorb all the rain. In Pennsylvania, our most beneficial soaking rains occur in spring and fall. But 
even then, only the first ½ inch of rainfall typically infiltrates through a dense lawn. The rest runs off—often too thin 
and fast to notice. Homeowners may assume their lawn absorbed the whole storm, but in reality, much of that water 
(and any surface-applied chemicals) is headed downstream. 

“Rooftop runoff is clean water and should be conveyed quickly to the road gutters.” 

Not so fast. Rooftop runoff can carry just as many pollutants as any other surface. Shingle grit, pollen, dust and other 
particulates accumulate on roofs between storms. When rain arrives, these materials are washed directly into the storm 
system—unless something intervenes.

Disconnecting roof drains and allowing water to flow over lawns or landscaped areas gives 
particulates a chance to settle out before reaching the curb. This simple change is one of the 
most effective actions a suburban homeowner can take to reduce pollution. 

“Bagging lawn clippings and dumping them in piles, like along a stream, helps prevent erosion.” 
This one should be a no-brainer—but it still persists. Especially among homeowners with 
intermittent streams on their property. Dumping clippings along the bank or any other place 

near water is no better than dumping bagged fertilizer—it introduces excess nutrients, smothers native vegetation, and 
destabilizes the ground beneath. 
Bagging and dumping clippings is an outdated practice. It’s been discarded for good reason. Please—just don’t do it. 

Small Actions, Big Impact 
You may be just one person—but your choices matter. Thoughtful stormwater practices at the household level ripple 
outward, protecting our local streams, the Susquehanna River, and ultimately, the Chesapeake Bay. 
Let’s keep the conversation flowing—and the water clean too! 

STORMWATER
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POLICE, FIRE & EMS
CUMBERLAND COUNTY DEMENTIA & AUTISM COMMUNITY REGISTRY

In a first-of-its-kind pilot, Cumberland County is partnering with STS to allow communities to register loved 
ones with disorders impacting their mental capacity and development or those prone to wandering to 
make it easier for public safety to identify individuals in their times of need and provide necessary assistance. 

To strengthen community safety and support, Cumberland County has partnered with Simple Tracking System 
to launch a first-of-its-kind program. This initiative invites families across our communities, including New Cumberland 
Borough, to voluntarily register loved ones who have conditions affecting mental capacity or development, or those prone 
to wandering. By doing so, we are making it easier for public safety officials to quickly identify and assist individuals in times 
of need. The registry is designed to enhance the ability of law enforcement officers to locate and provide personalized help to 
residents diagnosed with Autism, Dementia, and other special needs. Families can securely share important information—
ranging from a photograph and medical details to communication preferences and calming strategies—ensuring officers 
have immediate access to these critical insights during emergencies. This technology allows officers to take a photo of an 
individual and conduct an instant image comparison to identify potential matches. When a registered person is identified, 
real-time access to their profile helps our first responders reunite them with their families swiftly and safely. Additionally, 
the system streamlines reporting by facilitating entry into the National Crime Information Center (NCIC) database and 
supports the timely creation of community-wide alerts to aid in locating those who may have wandered. 

Do you have a family member or loved one with a disorder impacting their mental capacity or development? Do you 
worry they may wander and become lost or confused? 

Register your loved one with the Cumberland County Dementia & Autism Community Registry https://simpletrackingsystem.
com/CUMBERLAND-COUNTY-COMMUNITY-REGISTRY/ and allow public safety to better assist them during their times of need.

Snow squalls are dangerous to encounter on the road. They severely reduce visibility and create hazardous conditions 
within minutes.
What To Do

The best thing you can do is pull over and wait it out. 

If you’re on the highway, take the next exit and find somewhere safe to wait. 

Snow squalls can’t always be predicted but if they are in the forecast, try to 
avoid or postpone travel. 

In Case of a Pileup 
Snow squalls can cause major highway pileups, putting motorists in danger. 
Here’s what to do to stay safe:

. Get as far away from the road as possible, if you can safely do so. 
• Slowly drive to the front of the pileup if you can. 
• Don’t stand on or near the roadway. 
• Stay seated in your vehicle if you can’t safely exit.

Supplies For Your Car 
1. Blankets and clothing 
2. Ice scraper 
3. Food and water 
4. Jumper cables 
5. Flashlight and extra batteries 
6. Local maps 
7. Phone charger 
8. Cat litter or sand

STAY SAFE IN SNOW SQUALLS
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POLICE, FIRE & EMS continued from page 8

CHRISTMAS TREE SAFETY
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Registration 
Begins 

January 5th 
  717-920-9515 

                                         RECREATION 

 

YOUTH ART FUN 
Join local art instructor 
Allison Juliana for one of 
our fun and creative 
classes for ages 4-10. 
 
SNAPOLOGY  
Learn using LEGO® 
bricks, K’Nex and 
technology. 
 
 
 
 
 

ADULT SWIM LESSONS 
AQUACISE 
AQUAFIT 
HYDRO HIKE 
H2O CARDIO 
 
 
BALLROOM DANCING 
BODY TONING 
BOOTY BARRE 
BOX Bring on the eXtreme 
CARDIO STEP 
 
 
HATHA FLOW YOGA 
HAPPIEST HOUR YOGA 
KICKBOXING & ABS 
 
 
MENS BASKETBALL 
GOLF PRE-SEASON CLINICS 
 
 
MUSCLE PUMP 
PILATES 
SALSA TONE 
TAI CHI 

                         NEW CUMBERLAND BOROUGH IS A PARTICIPATING MUNICIPALITY OF THE 
WEST SHORE RECREATION COMMISSION (WSREC) PROVIDING RECREATIONAL  

ACTIVITIES WITH DISCOUNTED RATES FOR THE RESIDENTS OF NEW CUMBERLAND. 

BOOTY BARRE 
BOX 
MUSCLE PUMP 
ZUMBA TONING & ABS 
KICKBOXING & ABS 
 
  
 
 
 

  

YOGA 
TAI CHI 
MENS BASKETBALL 
PAINTING WORKSHOPS 
MEDICARE 101 SEMINAR 
 
 
 
 
 

  

PILATES 
BODY TONING 
SALSA TONE 
CARDIO STEP 
ZUMBA STEP 
 
 

  
YOUTH AQUATICS, ACTIVE WELLNESS, SPORTS & ENRICHMENT 

  ADULT AQUATICS, ACTIVE WELLNESS, SPORTS & ENRICHMENT 

YOUTH SWIM  
LESSONS 
Ages 5-15 
 
WHEE SWIM 
Ages 6 months- 4 years 
 
WATER OTTERS 
Age 4 
 
 
 
 

  

KINDER TOTS 
Movement to music  
for age 2 
 
KINDERDANCE 
Coordination & 
movement to music  
for ages 3-5 
 
KINDER GYM 
Introduction to tumbling 
for ages 3-5 
 
 

  

CHALLENGE ISLAND 
Scientific adventures and 
STEAM challenges. 
 
 
 
 
 
 

SOCCER SHOTS 
Indoor introduction 
to league-style play 
for ages 5-8. 
 
 
 
 
 

        HIGHLIGHTED WINTER PROGRAMS NEAR YOU ARE LISTED BELOW. 
   For a complete list, visit us at www.westshorerec.org. 
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NEW CUMBERLAND BOROUGH IS A PARTICIPATING MUNICIPALITY OF THE 
WEST SHORE RECREATION COMMISSION (WSREC) PROVIDING RECREATIONAL 

ACTIVITIES WITH DISCOUNTED RATES FOR THE RESIDENTS OF NEW CUMBERLAND. 

RECREATION
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WEST SHORE SENIOR CENTER
West Shore Senior Center (WSSC) is a friendly social 
hub for adults 55 and better located in downtown New 
Cumberland Borough. Connect with others over coffee 
or lunch, enjoy a friendly card game with friends, take up 
crafting, join a pool league, and much more! WSSC also 
plans cultural excursions. Check their website for monthly 
activity calendars.

Hours: Monday – Friday   8:30 a.m. – 2:30 p.m.
Location: 122 Geary Ave, New Cumberland, PA 17070
Phone: (717) 774-0409

West Shore Senior Center Website   
Visit messiahlifeways.org/ministries/westshore/
to download a monthly newsletter, calendar of events, and 
menu. WSSC will do their best to make updates as they 
have changes, which happens on occasion. 

WSSC Facebook Group  
Type the following URL directly into your browser to 
join their Facebook group: Facebook.com/groups/
WestShoreSeniorCenter

Lunch Orders & Activity Sign Ups   
Please contact the WSSC office by 12:00 noon the 
preceding day (Friday at 12:00 noon for Monday orders) 
to order your lunch for the next day. Please also indicate 
if you will be eating in or if you would like your meal to-
go. If you prefer, you are also welcome to hand in your 
lunch calendar monthly to WSSC Manager, Erin Grable, 
WestShoreSeniorCenter@messiahlifeways.org

The Cumberland County Office of Aging (CCOA) takes on 
the responsibility of paying $4.92 for every meal served 
at Cumberland County Senior Centers. WSSC politely ask 
that everyone contribute a $3 donation per meal they 
eat at WSSC or pickup to-go. This is not mandatory, but 
it does help give some money back to the County who 
helps keep the senior centers running. As WSSC increase 
the number of activities they’re offering, it is also helpful 
for them to be prepared for the number of members they 
have participating in certain events. Please sign up ahead 
of time (monthly or weekly) for activities including Tai Chi, 
chair yoga, and bingo.

Birthday Celebrations 
WSSC celebrate birthdays once a month for anyone who 
has a birthday that month. Let them know what month 
your birthday lands on! 

Community Room Rentals 
Messiah Lifeways is excited to continue renting out the 
community room to members, as well as anyone from the 
community. If you or someone you know is looking for a 
space to rent for a party, please contact Jenny for more 
information.

Suggested Membership Fee 
While the $25 annual membership fee is not required, 
WSSC politely ask that everyone please consider making an 
effort to help keep the Senior Center running. As a member 
who donates the annual $25 fee, you will also be able to 
receive discounts on certain trips. WSSC thanks you greatly 
for your consideration!

WSSC is a ministry of Messiah Lifeways and is supported, 
in part, by the Cumberland County Office of Aging and 
Community Services, the Pennsylvania Department of 
Aging, the US Department of Health and Human Services, 
Administration on Aging, and New Cumberland Borough.
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EVENTS IN THE BOROUGH
FOOD TRUCK & RESTAURANT RALLY

Thursday, March 12, April 9 & May 14 - Community members are invited to attend 
the New Cumberland Food Truck & Restaurant Rally on the second Thursday of each 
month from March through December 2026. From 5 p.m. to 8 p.m., rain or shine, 
food trucks line the perimeter of Market Square in downtown New Cumberland. 
Tempt your taste buds with fresh, savory fare from numerous area food trucks. After 
your bellies are full, we encourage you to take a stroll around our downtown and 
stop by the many businesses that stay open late and have special promotions. 

ST. PATRICK’S DAY PARTY

Saturday, March 14 – We are proud to present the 3rd annual Best St. Patrick’s Day Party Ever from 
10 a.m. to 6 p.m., in the heart of downtown New Cumberland on the 300 Block of Bridge Street. Join 
us for the ultimate St. Patrick’s Day celebration! Our party guarantees an unforgettable experience 
with live music that will get you on your feet and dancing all day long. We also have bagpipers and 
Irish dancers. Don’t miss the chance to kiss the Blarney Stone for good luck or Contests for Best 
Red Hair or Best Knee’s and our Annual Pet Parade. Explore a variety of crafters and food vendors. 
All your favorite Irish drinks will also be on hand for you to enjoy. For all information visit us at  
www.saintpatricksnc.com.

NEW CUMBERLAND LIBRARY EVENTS

50th Anniversary Celebration
New Cumberland Public Library is launching a year-long celebration for 2026 marking its 50th 
anniversary in the Benjamin House. Join the Library in commemorating this milestone with a 
full year of special events, exhibits, and programs designed to honor its rich history and vibrant 
future. More details to come - stay tuned! 

Valentine’s Reception will be held February 13, 2026, from 5-8pm. This is a ticketed event. Please 
check the library website for additional information.

Consignment Fashion, New Retail, 

Jewelry, Handbags, Shoes, Accessories, 

Perfume/Cologne, Skin-Care Wellness, Bath & Body, 

Award Winning Clean Make-Up, Gifts & More! 

Helping Make Your Home a 

Better Reflection of Your Style 

A Unique Boutique & Collective

Botanically Inspired Soap & Tallow Products 

303 Bridge Street New Cumberland, PA 17070  717-887-5675

Skin-Loving, Genuinely Clean Make-Up

Clean Beauty by Joy

Candles That Spark Inspiration

Crafted To Uplift 

Luxury Inspired Perfumes, without the Luxury Price

Vintage Glass Garden Flowers

and Handmade Earrings

Gold & Sterling Silver 

Estate & Hand Designed Jewelry

Self-Care Products and

Jewelry Made with  Intention 

 for the Modern Mother,

Maiden & Crone

Hand Crafted Quilts & Purses

Made with Love

Luxury Skin-Care

Holistic, Organic,

Wholesome
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Advanced Cancer Care, All in One Place

At Penn State Health Cancer Center at  
Hampden Medical Center, you’ll find more than  
a state-of-the-art facility—you’ll find expert teams, 
innovative treatments, personalized care and access  
to Penn State College of Medicine’s clinical trials.  
Our clinicians deliver compassionate, science-driven 
cancer care you can trust.

Learn more

Or visit pennstatehealth.org/ 
cancer-center-hampden

2200 Good Hope Road, Enola, PA • Ground floor, rear of the hospital • 717-981-8070

CANC_1072950_0425_7.5x10

NOW OPEN

SCAN ME
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One of the most 
important tasks New 
Cumberland Borough 
staff undertakes each 
year is development 
and management of 
the annual budget. In 
August and September, 
staff prepares a draft of 

the coming year’s budget. Budget workshop meetings are 
always advertised on the website and are open to the public 
to attend. During these meetings Borough Council reviews 
and provides input on the proposed budgets for each of 
our funds, which includes General, Capital Improvements, 
and Liquid Fuels. At the conclusion of these meetings 
a Borough Council reviewed draft is introduced to the 
public and put on display with the goal of adoption at the 
December Borough Council Meeting. 

This year the first budget meeting took place on August 
18th at 7pm and the second meeting on September 22nd 
at 7pm. The budget was further reviewed by Council at the 
November 12th Borough Council meeting and authorized 
for advertisement. The final 2026 budget was adopted at 
the December 10th meeting. 

The budget is available on the borough website at: https://
newcumberlandborough.com/government/budget/ 

As with any budget, there are 2 main columns: money we 
bring in (revenue) and money we pay out (expenditures). 

The Borough’s budget is also comprised of two primary 
sections: the Operating budget and Capital Improvements 
budget. Each of these sections has its own revenue and 
expenditures columns. We’ll start with the Operating budget. 

The Operating budget is what it takes to run the Borough 
and comprises about 65 percent of the total budget. It is 
divided into ten categories. In total there are roughly 85-
line items in the Operating Budget. 

•	 General Government – includes office staff salaries, 
legal fees, office supplies, utilities, etc. 

•	 Public Safety (Police) – police, fire police and crossing 
guard salaries; gas and maintenance for the patrol cars, 
radios, traffic lights, etc. 

•	 Public Safety (Fire) – Chief and Deputy Chief stipends, 
communications, fire vehicle maintenance, gas and 
repairs, etc. 

•	 Code Enforcement and Zoning – the salary of the 
Codes Enforcement Officer and engineering fees, etc. 

•	 Trash/Recycling – This service is contracted to a trash 
hauler. The Borough passes this fee along to the 
residents. 

•	 Public Works – salaries of the work crews, maintenance 
and repair of buildings, snow and leaf removal, street 
lights, gas and maintenance of vehicles, street repairs, etc. 

•	 Library – New Cumberland is one of the few PA 
municipalities that actually owns the library. Although 

the library is part of the Cumberland County Library 
System, the building and grounds are owned and 
maintained by the Borough. The library receives 
funding and support primarily from the County, 
Borough, and State. 

•	 Parks and Recreation – maintenance and repair of 
parks, summer worker salaries, park utilities, etc. New 
Cumberland joins five other local municipalities to 
support the West Shore Recreation Commission. We 
pay a per capita fee to West Shore Rec to provide 
recreation opportunities for our residents. 

•	 Senior Center – maintenance and repairs to the West 
Shore Senior Center. 

•	 Benefits, Withholding and Insurance – Unemployment 
and Workers compensation, retirement, Social Security 
payments and insurance, etc. 

The revenue for the Operating budget comes from two 
main sources: the Real Estate tax (40%) and the Earned 
Income tax (20%). We share the Earned Income Tax 
revenue with the school district. Other revenue comes 
from fees, fines, rentals, grants, and investments. For 2025 
the Borough implemented a $52.00 Local Services Tax. As 
a built-out community, New Cumberland is not able to 
realize a increasing tax base or population growth through 
development, seen in many nearby townships. Inflation, 
increasing cost of goods, and wage COLA’s exceed the 
minimal revenue growth from the Borough’s two main 
revenue streams, real estate tax and earned income tax. 

The Capital Improvement Budget includes replacing 
police cars on a regular basis; Borough Office renovations; 
emergency radio upgrades; replacing dump trucks, fire 
trucks and backhoes when needed; sidewalk ramps for 
wheelchairs; improvements to the downtown area and the 
Borough’s parks; and consultant and engineering fees for 
master development plans. 

The revenue for the Capital Improvement budget comes 
from grants (which we often must match), interest from 
investments, cell tower rental income and transferring 
funds from the Borough’s Capital Reserve. Most of the 
current Capital reserve is from the sale of the sewage 
treatment plant in 2016. 

In general, the Operating Budget is rather rigid. Over 
the years the staff has grown or shrunk to accommodate 
workload or budget constraints. Sometimes a position 
will go from part-time to full-time, or vice-versa. Building 
or equipment upgrades can be delayed, if necessary, 
but this is what it takes to run the Borough. The Capital 
Improvement Budget can be more discretionary, perhaps, 
but one can only put off replacing a police car or fire truck, 
or repairing a park pavilion or garage roof, for so long. 
Many of the projects in the Capital Improvement Budget 
are funded by county, state, and federal grants, although 
the Borough often has to match the grant. The good news 
is that for every dollar we spend in a matching grant, 
we generate two and sometimes three dollars’ worth of 
purchasing power.

BOROUGH COUNCIL
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Exposure to winter’s dry, cold air and chilly rain, sleet and 
snow can cause chapped paws and itchy, flaking skin, but 
these aren’t the only discomforts pets can suffer. Winter 
walks can become downright dangerous if chemicals from 
ice-melting agents are licked off of bare paws. To help 
prevent cold weather dangers from affecting your pet’s 
health, check out the top 10 cold weather safety tips from 
experts at the ASPCA Animal Poison Control Center (APCC). 

1.	 Remember, if it’s too cold for you, it’s probably too 
cold for your pet, so keep your animals inside. If left 
outdoors, pets can freeze, become disoriented, lost, 
stolen, injured or killed. In addition, don’t leave pets 
alone in a car during cold weather, as cars can act as 
refrigerators that hold in the cold and cause animals 
to freeze to death. 

2.	 Keep your home humidified and be sure to towel 
dry your pet as soon as they come inside. Repeatedly 
going into the cold and then coming back into a 
warm home can cause itchy, flaking skin. Pay close 
attention to their feet and in-between their toes and 
remove any snow balls from between their foot pads 
to prevent and treat skin irritation in the winter. 

3.	 Massage petroleum jelly or other vet-approved paw 
protectants into paw pads before going outside to 
protect from salt and chemical agents. Booties can 
provide even more coverage and can also prevent 
sand and salt from getting lodged between bare 
toes and causing irritation. Use pet-friendly ice melts 
whenever possible. 

4.	 Never shave your dog down to the skin in winter. A 
longer coat will provide more warmth. If your dog is 
long-haired, simply trim them to minimize the clinging 

ice balls, salt crystals and de-icing chemicals that can 
dry their skin, and don’t neglect the hair between their 
toes. If your dog is short-haired, consider getting them 
a coat or sweater with a high collar or turtleneck with 
coverage from the base of the tail to the belly. 

5.	 After each walk, make sure to wash and dry your pet's 
feet and stomach to remove ice, salt and chemicals. 
Don't forget to check for cracks in paw pads or redness 
between the toes. You may also want to bring a towel 
on long walks to clean off stinging, irritated paws. 

6.	 Bathe your pets as little as possible during cold spells. 
Washing too often can remove essential oils and 
increase the chance of developing dry, flaky skin. If your 
pooch must be bathed, ask your vet to recommend a 
moisturizing shampoo and/or rinse. 

7.	 Thoroughly clean up any antifreeze spills. Like coolant, 
antifreeze is lethal for dogs and cats. Be sure to 
thoroughly clean up any spills from your vehicle, and 
consider using products that contain propylene glycol 
rather than ethylene glycol. Additionally, cold weather 
chemicals like ice melts can be dangerous when 
ingested, so always be mindful and keep chemicals 
up and out of paws' reach. 

8.	 Feed your pet a little extra in the winter months. Pets 
burn extra energy by trying to stay warm in wintertime. 
Feeding them a little bit more can provide much-
needed calories, and making sure they have plenty of 
water to drink will help keep them well-hydrated and 
their skin less dry. 

9.	 Make sure your companion animal has a warm place 
to sleep, off the floor and away from all drafts. A cozy 
dog or cat bed with a warm blanket or pillow is perfect. 

10.	Never let your dog off leash on snow or ice, especially 
during a snowstorm. Dogs can lose their scent in 
the snow and easily become lost. More dogs are lost 
during the winter than during any other season, so 
make sure your dog always wears an ID tag. 

Be sure to keep these tips top of mind this winter so that 
you and your furry friends can stay warm, cozy and safe. 
If you think your pet may have ingested antifreeze or another 
potential toxin, contact your veterinarian or the ASPCA Animal 
Poison Control Center at (888) 426-4435 immediately. 

COLD WEATHER PET SAFETY TIPS

NEW UTILITY BILLING SOFTWARE
Beginning in October 2025, New Cumberland Borough 
implemented a new billing system for quarterly trash 
invoicing. Upcoming invoices look new and improved. 
NEW ONLINE PAYMENT OPTION NOW AVAILABLE! 
Access is now available to pay bills online through our 
secure payment portal. Online payment information and 
website details will always be shown on your bill. We are 
pleased to accept online payments via credit card, debit 
card, or electronic check. A nominal service fee will apply 
for online payments. 
ACH (Automatic Clearing House) payments will continue 
to be an option for our customers. This is a free, recurring 
payment program. Customers can fill out a form to sign up 
for new ACH payments. Currently enrolled customers do 
not need to reapply. If you are enrolled in ACH and prefer 
a different electronic payment method now available, 

please be sure to contact the borough office to update your 
preferences and stop ACH payments. 
PAYMENT OPTIONS AVAILABLE: 
Online Payments: Available starting November 2025 via our 
website (details on your bill) 
•	Mail: Send payments to the address on your bill (include 
payment stub and account # on check) 

•	ACH: Continuing with each bill as updated 
•	In-Person: Accepted at New Cumberland Borough Office 
(cash and check only) 

These changes are all part of our 
commitment to better serve our 
community.
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HONOR LOCAL VETERANSA nonprofit association 
managed by people who 

grew up in the area and have 
family at Mt. Olivet.

Address:
198 Old York Road 

New Cumberland/Fairview 
Township, PA 17070

Phone:
717-774-2150

Email:
info@mtolivetcemetery.org

Website: 
mtolivetcemetery.org  

Facebook: 
@Mt.OlivetCemeteryNC

Your Community Cemetery
Sam Brinley, General Manager and US Air Force Veteran

 Board/Volunteers: Nancy Derr, Deb Shenck, Christine Stephenson,  
Robert Nauss Whitmoyer, Gary Brinton, Andy Kohr, Marty Kohr, Elaine Brinley, Denny Derr

Sponsor one or more wreaths to be placed December 13.
Help make sure all our 518 veterans are remembered.

www.wreathsacrossamerica.org/PA0950P

We Thank You!

EXTREME COLD SAFETY

How Should I Dress? 

•	 Wear layers of loose-fitting, 
lightweight, warm clothing, 
and a hat. 

•	 Mittens, snug at the wrist, are 
better than gloves. 

•	 Cover your mouth to protect 
your lungs from extreme cold. 

•	 Try to stay dry and out of the 
wind.

General Information 

•	 Minimize travel. 

•	 Stay indoors during the worst 
part of the extreme cold. 

•	 Keep a winter survival kit in your 
vehicle if you must travel. 

•	 Check tire pressure, antifreeze 
levels, heater/defroster, etc. 

•	 Learn how to shut off water 
valves for potential pipe bursts. 

•	 Check on the elderly. 

•	 Bring pets inside. 
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Your hometown HVAC team!

please call or text us anytime, 24/7, at 
717-774-9480

or visit us at 
www.Daflure.com

CONNECT WITH US ON

Patios • Fire Features • Outdoor Kitchens • Landscape Needs

"Always Elite""Always Elite"

Hardscapes • Landscapes

Call or email today for a free estimate
717-817-8481  eliteoutdoorlivingspaces@gmail.com

 

 

12+ Years 
Experience
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